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Rotem Reshef

Control | Release

Control | Release is a site-specific installation that transforms 2-dimensional scrolls of paintings,

into a 3-dimensional sculptural installation in the gallery’s space.

Rotem Reshef's ongoing engagement with the boundaries of painting, leaving breathing space,
probing the dynamics between domination and autonomy, giving freedom of action while also
marking the framework, is expressed in the current exhibition as well — “Control | Release.” The
spectator's experience and participation become more pivotal in this open-ended painting
installation, in which the artworks are spread throughout the gallery space in a manner allowing a

wide view and examination of the experiential painting process from multiple angles.

Reshef lays out two scrolls of paintings totaling nearly 142 feet (43 meters) in length, in a way that
challenges the two-dimensionality of painting. Work commenced in 2012 on the rst scroll and
continued in 2015 with the second scroll. The work process was created in allotted segments of
about four meters of empty canvas pulled out from the rolled-up cylinder. Work on each segment of
blank canvas started with only the tail end of the previous painting on that roll sticking out, like
writing a journal in installments without peeking at the former entries. The multi-year work on these
two scrolls incorporated different styles and changing rhythms and tonalities, all of which culminate
in ambitious, epic sheets of painting that present spectators with painted stops in time. The
audience is invited to wander through the exhibition space, perhaps like visitors to archaeological
excavations, and explore from close up the compositional steps being revealed to them, vis-a-vis
both the painting on canvas and the installation as a whole, in the way the scrolls are stretched

between the gallery walls.

Rotem Reshef is a painter based in Tel Aviv and New York. She recently participated in a group

exhibition as part of the 2015 Venice Biennale.

The exhibition is accompanied by a 2-volume catalog.

Curator: Sagi Refael
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